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Tax filing season is
here again. If you
haven't done so
already, you'll want
to start pulling things
together — that
includes getting your
hands on a copy of
your 2017 tax return
and gathering W-2s,
1099s, and

deduction records. You'll need these records
whether you're preparing your own return or
paying someone else to prepare your tax return
for you.

Don't procrastinate
The filing deadline for most individuals is
Monday, April 15, 2019. Residents of Maine
and Massachusetts have until April 17, 2019, to
file their 2018 tax return because April 15,
2019, is Patriots' Day and April 16, 2019, is
Emancipation Day.

Filing for an extension
If you don't think you're going to be able to file
your federal income tax return by the due date,
you can file for and obtain an extension using
IRS Form 4868, Application for Automatic
Extension of Time to File U.S. Individual
Income Tax Return. Filing this extension gives
you an additional six months (to October 15,
2019) to file your federal income tax return. You
can also file for an extension electronically —
instructions on how to do so can be found in the
Form 4868 instructions.

Filing for an automatic extension does not
provide any additional time to pay your tax.
When you file for an extension, you have to
estimate the amount of tax you will owe and
pay this amount by the April filing due date. If
you don't pay the amount you've estimated, you
may owe interest and penalties. In fact, if the

IRS believes that your estimate was not
reasonable, it may void your extension.

Note: Special rules apply if you're living outside
the country or serving in the military and on
duty outside the United States. In these
circumstances you are generally allowed an
automatic two-month extension (to June 17,
2019) without filing Form 4868, though interest
will be owed on any taxes due that are paid
after the April filing due date. If you served in a
combat zone or qualified hazardous duty area,
you may be eligible for a longer extension of
time to file.

What if you owe?
One of the biggest mistakes you can make is
not filing your return because you owe money.
If your return shows a balance due, file and pay
the amount due in full by the due date if
possible. If there's no way that you can pay
what you owe, file the return and pay as much
as you can afford. You'll owe interest and
possibly penalties on the unpaid tax, but you'll
limit the penalties assessed by filing your return
on time, and you may be able to work with the
IRS to pay the remaining balance (options can
include paying the unpaid balance in
installments).

Expecting a refund?
The IRS is stepping up efforts to combat
identity theft and tax refund fraud. New, more
aggressive filters that are intended to curtail
fraudulent refunds may inadvertently delay
some legitimate refund requests. In fact, the
IRS is now required to hold refunds on all tax
returns claiming the earned income tax credit or
the refundable portion of the child tax credit
until at least February 15.

Most filers, though, can expect a refund check
to be issued within 21 days of the IRS receiving
a return. However, delays may be possible due
to the government shutdown.
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On the Road to Retirement, Beware of These Five Risks
On your journey to retirement, you'll likely face
many risks that have the potential to throw you
off course. Following are five common
challenges retirement investors face. Take
some time now to review and understand them
before your journey takes an unplanned detour.

1. Traveling aimlessly
Setting out on an adventure without a definitive
destination can be exciting, but probably not
when it comes to saving for retirement. As you
begin your retirement strategy, one of the first
steps you'll need to take is identifying a goal.
While some people prefer to establish one big
lump-sum accumulation amount — for example,
$1 million or more — others find that type of
number daunting. They might focus on how
much their savings will need to generate each
month during retirement — say, the equivalent of
$5,000 in today's dollars, for example. ("In
today's dollars" refers to the fact that inflation
will likely increase your future income needs.
These examples are for illustrative purposes
only. They are not meant as investment
advice.)

Regardless of the approach you follow, setting
a goal may help you better focus your
investment strategy. In order to set a realistic
target, you'll need to consider a number of
factors — your desired lifestyle, pre-retirement
income, health, Social Security benefits, any
traditional pension benefits you or your spouse
may be entitled to, and others. Examining your
personal situation both now and in the future
can help you determine how much you may
need to accumulate.

2. Investing too conservatively...
Another key to determining how much you may
need to save on a regular basis is targeting an
appropriate rate of return, or how much your
contribution dollars may earn on an ongoing
basis. Afraid of losing money, some retirement
investors choose only the most conservative
investments, hoping to preserve their
hard-earned assets. However, investing too
conservatively can be risky, too. If your
investment dollars do not earn enough, you
may end up with a far different retirement
lifestyle than you had originally planned.

3. ...Or too aggressively
On the other hand, retirement investors striving
for the highest possible returns might select
investments that are too risky for their overall
situations. Although you might consider
investing at least some of your retirement
portfolio in more aggressive investments to
potentially outpace inflation, the amount you
invest in such higher-risk vehicles should be

based on a number of factors. Appropriate
investments for your retirement savings mix are
those that take into consideration your total
savings goal, your time horizon (or how much
time you have until retirement), and your ability
to withstand changes in your account's value.
Would you be able to sleep at night if your
portfolio lost 10%, 15%, even 20% of its overall
value over a short time period? These are the
types of scenarios you must consider when
choosing an investment mix.

4. Giving in to temptation
On the road to retirement, you will likely face
many financial challenges as well — the
unplanned need for a new car, an unexpected
home repair, an unforeseen medical expense
are just some examples.

During these trying times, your retirement
savings may loom as a potential source of
emergency funding. But think twice before
tapping your retirement savings assets,
particularly if your money is in an
employer-sponsored retirement plan or an IRA.
Consider that:

• Any dollars you remove from your portfolio
will no longer be working for your future

• You may have to pay regular income taxes
on distribution amounts that represent
tax-deferred investment dollars and earnings

• If you're under age 59½, you may have to pay
an additional penalty tax of 10% to 25%
(depending on the type of plan and other
factors; some exceptions apply)

For these reasons, it's best to carefully consider
all of your options before using money
earmarked for retirement.

5. Prioritizing college saving over
retirement
Many well-meaning parents may feel that
saving for their children's college education
should be a higher priority than saving for their
own retirement. "We can continue working, if
needed," or "our home will fund our retirement,"
they may think. However, these can be very
risky trains of thought. While no parent wants
his or her children to take on a heavy debt
burden to pay for education, loans are a
common and realistic college-funding option —
not so for retirement. If saving for both college
and retirement seems impossible, consider
speaking with a financial professional who can
help you explore the variety of tools and
options.

No investment strategy can
guarantee success. All
investing involves risk,
including the possible loss
of your contribution dollars.

There is no assurance that
working with a financial
professional will result in
investment success.
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Reviewing Your Estate Plan
An estate plan is a map that explains how you
want your personal and financial affairs to be
handled in the event of your incapacity or
death. Due to its importance and because
circumstances change over time, you should
periodically review your estate plan and update
it as needed.

When should you review your estate
plan?
Reviewing your estate plan will alert you to any
changes that need to be addressed. For
example, you may need to make changes to
your plan to ensure it meets all of your goals, or
when an executor, trustee, or guardian can no
longer serve in that capacity. Although there's
no hard-and-fast rule about when you should
review your estate plan, you'll probably want to
do a quick review each year, because changes
in the economy and in the tax code often occur
on a yearly basis. Every five years, do a more
thorough review.

You should also review your estate plan
immediately after a major life event or change
in your circumstances. Events that should
trigger a review include:

• There has been a change in your marital
status (many states have laws that revoke
part or all of your will if you marry or get
divorced) or that of your children or
grandchildren.

• There has been an addition to your family
through birth, adoption, or marriage
(stepchildren).

• Your spouse or a family member has died,
has become ill, or is incapacitated.

• Your spouse, your parents, or another family
member has become dependent on you.

• There has been a substantial change in the
value of your assets or in your plans for their
use.

• You have received a sizable inheritance or
gift.

• Your income level or requirements have
changed.

• You are retiring.
• You have made (or are considering making) a

change to any part of your estate plan.

Some things to review
Here are some things to consider while doing a
periodic review of your estate plan:

• Who are your family members and friends?
What is your relationship with them? What
are their circumstances in life? Do any have
special needs?

• Do you have a valid will? Does it reflect your
current goals and objectives about who
receives what after you die? Is your choice of
an executor or a guardian for your minor
children still appropriate?

• In the event you become incapacitated, do
you have a living will, durable power of
attorney for health care, or Do Not
Resuscitate order to manage medical
decisions?

• In the event you become incapacitated, do
you have a living trust or durable power of
attorney to manage your property?

• What property do you own and how is it titled
(e.g., outright or jointly with right of
survivorship)? Property owned jointly with
right of survivorship passes automatically to
the surviving owner(s) at your death.

• Have you reviewed your beneficiary
designations for your retirement plans and life
insurance policies? These types of property
pass automatically to the designated
beneficiaries at your death.

• Do you have any trusts, living or
testamentary? Property held in trust passes
to beneficiaries according to the terms of the
trust. There are up-front costs and often
ongoing expenses associated with the
creation and maintenance of trusts.

• Do you plan to make any lifetime gifts to
family members or friends?

• Do you have any plans for charitable gifts or
bequests?

• If you own or co-own a business, have
provisions been made to transfer your
business interest? Is there a buy-sell
agreement with adequate funding? Would
lifetime gifts be appropriate?

• Do you own sufficient life insurance to meet
your needs at death? Have those needs been
evaluated?

• Have you considered the impact of gift,
estate, generation-skipping, and income
taxes, both federal and state?

This is just a brief overview of some ideas for a
periodic review of your estate plan. Each
person's situation is unique. An estate planning
attorney may be able to assist you with this
process.

An estate plan should be
reviewed periodically,
especially after a major life
event. Here are some ideas
about when to review your
estate plan and some things
to review when you do.
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How can I save money on my cell phone plan?
Paying your monthly cell
phone bill might feel like a
necessary evil: You can't live
without your cell phone, but
you don't like the steep price

of your plan. Fortunately, there are ways to
save money on your plan without sacrificing the
cell phone services you need.

Review your monthly bill. Aligning what
you're paying for with what you're actually using
can go a long way in saving money on your
plan. Look at your bill to get a breakdown of
your average data consumption, as well as the
number of phone calls and text messages you
send/receive in one month. This will help you
determine whether your activity levels match
your plan. If, for example, you're paying for
unlimited data each month but use only five
gigabytes, on average, then it might make
sense to decrease the data limit on your plan.
Or if you depend on unlimited data, consider
ways in which you can lower the amount you
use. Turn cellular data off in your app settings
and connect to Wi-Fi whenever possible to
dramatically reduce data usage.

Research discount options. Ask your
employer or your cell phone service provider to

see if you're eligible for employee discounts.
Members of the military, veterans, and senior
citizens may also receive discounts, depending
on the provider.

Sign up for a different plan. Most carriers
offer plans that allow you to share data and
minutes with others. These are often referred to
as family plans, though you don't need to be
related to someone in order to join your
accounts. You might also consider prepaid cell
phone plans, which generally don't require
credit checks or contracts, and don't have data
overage fees. Many types of prepaid plans are
available on the market, so look at different
ones to determine what works best for you.

Switch to an alternative carrier. Before you
make the switch, though, indicate to your
current provider that you want to cancel — you
may be offered a deal for continuation of
service. If not, keep in mind that many
alternative carriers offer promotions exclusively
to new customers. Make sure you know how
long the promotion will last and what your
monthly costs will be when it ends.

Should I cut the cord on cable?
In the last few years, it's
become common for
consumers to ditch cable
television in favor of streaming
services and devices. Many

affordable streaming options are available,
making it easier for consumers to give up cable
without necessarily sacrificing their favorite
shows. But there are some drawbacks to
relying exclusively on streaming services for
television viewing. Consider the following
before you decide to cut the cord.

The most obvious benefit of cutting cable is the
money you'll likely save each month. Compare
what you spend on your monthly bill to how
much of your cable subscription you actually
use. Are you regularly watching all the channels
you pay for, or do you watch only a few of
them? Are the channels you watch worth what
you pay each month? If not, it might make
sense to cancel cable and switch to an
alternative entertainment source.

You may decide to replace cable with a
streaming service or device. In addition to being
less expensive than cable, most services are
user-friendly. You won't need to flip through
hundreds of channels to find your favorite

shows, and as long as you have an Internet
connection, you can view them on the go on
your cell phone or tablet. Plus, streaming
services typically let you stop and start month
to month without termination fees.

But depending on your viewing preferences, a
streaming service might not be the right option
for you. There is often a delay in the online
release of many television shows, which can be
frustrating for dedicated viewers. And if you're a
sports fan, you might be disappointed to learn
that you won't have access to live sports
coverage through most streaming services.
Comprehensive sports packages are offered by
some services, but they can be expensive and
are not available in all regions.

Another disadvantage of switching to streaming
is that you may need to subscribe to multiple
packages or invest in special streaming devices
to access the programs you want. You might
also consider the cost of high-speed Internet —
you won't be able to stream without a relatively
fast Internet connection. Between multiple
subscriptions and reliable Internet, the cost of
streaming can add up quickly. Be sure to
compare prices and take advantage of any
free-trial offers.
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